
 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, March 19, 2020 

 

 

Dear Members, Associates, and Friends of St. Paul’s, 

 

Grace to you and peace, from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ! 

 

Thank you for the creative and varied ways in which you have been and are navigating our current wilderness 

wanderings through COVID-19. In the midst of it all, I thank God for you and for your willingness to live with difficult 

decisions that seek the welfare of the Carson City community in which God has placed us. 

 

Mindful of both God's steadfast presence with us and the reality that the ways in which we are now living  as the 

body of Christ, please read through the following  information carefully. This is intended to help us walk and work 

together faithfully to stave the spread of COVID-19 and care for ourselves, for one another, and for those who are 

vulnerable and in need. 

1) After polling the Executive Committee and the entire congregational council, we have decided to extend 

the suspension of Sunday worship and all activities, classes, and meetings at St. Paul’s through 

Saturday, April 18th, 2020. This means that there will be no Sunday worship services on Sunday, March 22, 

March 29, April 5, or April 12th. There will be no Holy Week services—either at St. Paul’s or at St. Teresa of 

Avila Catholic Community—the host of the annual Ecumenical Good Friday Service. This decision was 

based on the March 17th declaration from Nevada Governor Steve Sisolak, in which all restaurants, bars, 

cinemas, public places, and casinos will close through April 18th. In addition, the declaration strongly 

encouraged all places of worship to not gather together until after April 18th.  The council and I expect to 

revisit the situation to see if a further extension of suspension will be needed, based on the guidance of local 

and state health officials. 

 

2) Regardless of how long we are kept from gathering on Sundays—WE WILL NOT MISS HOLY WEEK 

AND EASTER! This means that whenever it is that we do gather again for worship, we will observe  

‘Passion / Palm Sunday’, followed by an evening Maundy Thursday service, a Good Friday service, and a 

celebration of Easter the following Sunday. Regardless of what date or month our calendar reads, the 

council and I believe that the observance of Christ’s Passion, Holy Week, and the Resurrection are vital for a 

Christian community and would provide us with a sense of comfort and balance, especially after coming out 

of such a prolonged period of being apart.  

 

3) After communicating with Andrea Rud, coordinator of the Rummage Sale, we decided that the Rummage 

Sale planning team should begin looking for an alternative date for the Rummage Sale, either later 

this summer or in the fall. 
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4) The Sierra-Pacific Synod Assembly, scheduled from May 1-3 in Fresno, CA, has been postponed. It is 

anticipated to be rescheduled for sometime in the fall. The Synod Council is expected to meet soon ‘virtually’ 

to establish a plan; Bishop Mark Holmerud’s term is set to expire on July 31st. 

 

5) The church office will remain open, Monday – Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.; as long as Carson City isn’t 

under a ‘Shelter-in-Place’ order.  During office hours, the church sanctuary will be open for prayer. 

However, please remember that groups of 10 or more cannot gather! Office Assistant Brette Elander 

and I will be strictly enforcing this. If you see multiple cars in the parking lot—in addition to mine and 

Brette’s—please consider coming back at a later time. 

 

6) In addition to recording a Sunday worship service each week and uploading it onto St. Paul’s YouTube 

channel, I plan to record a weekly Prayer Service, which will be pre-recorded and uploaded onto YouTube 

by Wednesday morning. You may check this out at any time; however, you are invited to check this out 

every Wednesday at 12:00 noon, and follow along with a worship booklet that will be emailed to you and 

uploaded onto our church website: www.stpaulsluthfamily.com ; 

St. Paul’s YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G79ZZdlwdGQ 

Finally, an appeal: During this time of self-isolation and of suspending Sunday worship, please do not forget 

your financial support of St. Paul’s Lutheran Family. If you do not like sending money or checks in the mail, you 

don’t need to. Included with this letter is a form for ‘Simply Giving’. ‘Simply Giving’ allows your offering to be 

automatically deducted from your bank account. You may choose to have your contribution deducted weekly, bi-

weekly, or monthly. Please consider this option; all you need to do is fill out the information on the form, sign it, and 

either mail it back to the church or drop it by the church office.  

Another consideration:  the COVID-19 pandemic is already leading to lay-offs and job losses for many. I expect this 

trend and the overall downturn in the economy to continue and affect members & friends of St. Paul’s. There may be 

some within our congregation who will find themselves unable to maintain their level of giving. With this in mind, if 

you ARE able, please prayerfully consider an increase in your financial giving to St. Paul’s. God is doing great things 

with our ministry! God still has work for us to accomplish. In the midst of fear, uncertainty, and death, God raised us 

to new life. Please consider carefully your part in participation in God’s vision for St. Paul’s Lutheran Family. 

As of late, I am revisiting Isaiah 43 yet again these days. I need to be reminded again and again of what is most true 
in this coronavirus wilderness: God is with me. God is with you. God is with us and with the people among whom we 
live and serve. God is with others in our community, including the most vulnerable, those who are serving in medical 
and service settings and with people who are sick or afraid or hurting in some way. I invite you to stay focused on 
and to help others to center in this great truth. In other words, keep proclaiming the good news of Christ crucified 
and risen for the life of the world in every way possible! God will give us what we need, water in the wilderness, 
rivers in the desert, so that, one way or another, the people whom God has formed for God's self will sing God's 
praise and our neighbors will be loved and served. 
  
Please join me in praying this prayer from A Prayer Book for the Armed Services:  
  
Eternal God, amid all the turmoil and changes of the world your love is steadfast and your strength never fails. In 
this time of fear, danger, and trouble, be to us a sure guardian and rock of defense. Guide the leaders of our nation 
and nations around the world with your wisdom, comfort those in distress, and grant us courage and hope to face 
the future; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

May the Peace of Christ sustain you, and keep you in God’s grace! 

 

 

Rev. Chad R. Adamik 

Pastor 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Family, Carson City, Nevada 

http://www.stpaulsluthfamily.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G79ZZdlwdGQ

